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Syllabus Philosophy of Science IBA 2018/2019 (30J205) 
 

Course Co-ordinator 

Dr Matteo Colombo (TiLPS, Department of Philosophy) 

Email: m.colombo[at]uvt.nl  

Office: D 236 
Website: https://mteocolphi.wordpress.com/ 
 

Lecturer 

Dr Nathan Wildman (TiLPS, Department of Philosophy) 

Email: n.w.wildman[at]uvt.nl 
Office: D245 

Website: nwwildman.wordpress.com 

 

 

Course Description 

Why are you taking this course?  

Here are some reasons: philosophy makes the best entrepreneurs! 

Taking this course, you will be thinking hard about scientific practice, and its roles in business 

and economic projects in an international context. You will sharpen your critical and analytical 

skills, and will apply them creatively in a group video project focused on the problem of poverty. 

The content of this course is focused on questions about the nature, aims, and limits of scientific 

reasoning in the light of concrete case studies from several scientific fields. The overall goal is to 

understand what science should be like in order to be a trustworthy route to knowledge and to 
achieve the other ends we want it to have, such as providing us with understanding of the natural 

world or usefulness to society. We start with questions of how to identify good, trustworthy 

science, and why this is important. Then, we zoom in on different aspects of scientific 

reasoning—including experimental reasoning, modelling, logical, statistical, and causal 
reasoning. We end with a discussion of the role of social and political values in science. 

Learning Goals 

Upon successful completion of the course, you will be able: 

 to describe and explain the nature of scientific reasoning, its methods, importance, and 

limitations; 

 to recognize, understand, and evaluate arguments made in science; 

 to creatively apply theories, methods, and evidence to the problem of poverty. 

 

Assessment 

Your final grade will be determined by: 

 One written in-class midterm exam: 30% of your final mark. 

 Material covered: Lectures 1-7 (and related chapters from the textbook) 

 One written in-class final exam: 30% 

 Material covered: Lectures 8-13 (and related chapters from the textbook) 

 Two individual written homework assignments (see below “Tutorials Assessment”): 15% 

 One group video assignment (see below “Tutorials Assessment”): 25% 

http://observer.com/2017/05/why-philosophy-majors-make-the-best-entrepreneurs/
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The midterm and the final exams will all have the same format. 
Each will include a number of exercises from relevant chapters in the textbook. 

Resits 

- The re-sit exam of the in-class exams will include exercises drawn from any chapter in 

the textbook. This re-sit will count for 60% of the final mark. 
- The re-sit for the individual written homework assignments (15%) will consist of a short 

essay (1,000 words max – exclusive bibliography, but including footnotes) on one topic 

covered in the tutorials. The topics are at the end of this syllabus. The deadline for 
submitting your essay is December the 16

th
 midday – you should email your essay to 

m.colombo @ uvt.nl with subject line “Essay resit philosophy of science iba” 

- It will not be possible to re-sit the group video assignment. 
 

Policies and rules of conduct 

 Attendance   You are expected to attend all lectures and tutorials. We will not take your 
signature, but you should be aware that if you fail to attend lectures or tutorials, you will 

likely miss out important information. 

 Special accommodation   If you require special accommodations for testing or lectures, 

please let us know within the first week of the semester. It is your responsibility to 
contact Student Services and make special arrangements. 

 Plagiarism   If you plagiarise (ie, cheat) in any of the tests or assignments, you will 

automatically fail this course, and be reported to the Director of the IBA program.  

 Communication   All announcements and slides will be posted on Blackboard. Nathan 
and Matteo will not answer content-related questions by email, but only in person. They 

will also not answer questions whose answer can be found on Blackboard, on the slides 
posted on Blackboard, or on the Syllabus. If you want to meet either of them, then you 

should schedule an appointment at least 48 hours in advance. 

 Being late for class   If you are late for a class with more than a 10-minute delay, you 
may not be admitted. 

 Computers in class    Computers may be used in class for the sole purpose of taking 
notes. No instant messaging, no game playing, web surfing, or completing of other 

assignments during class. These activities are disrespectful and disrupt the learning 

experience of both the instructor and your fellow classmates.** 

 You will not speak out of turn in class, or be disrespectful towards other students or the 

lecturers.** 
 

** Failure to abide by any of these rules of conduct will result in dismissal from the course, and reporting 

to the Director of the International Business Administration program. 

 

Required Textbook 

The lectures will be based on: 

 Potochnik, A., Colombo, M., & Wright, C. (2018). Recipes for Science. An Introduction 

to Scientific Methods and Reasoning. Routledge. (Paperback) 
https://www.routledge.com/Recipes-for-Science-An-Introduction-to-Scientific-Methods-and-
Reasoning/Potochnik-Colombo-Wright/p/book/9781138920736 
 

 In the tutorials, we shall work on articles and excerpts from books available either online, 

or through the UvT Library WorldCat. 

https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/students/studying/regulations/fraud/whatisplagiarism.htm
https://www.routledge.com/Recipes-for-Science-An-Introduction-to-Scientific-Methods-and-Reasoning/Potochnik-Colombo-Wright/p/book/9781138920736
https://www.routledge.com/Recipes-for-Science-An-Introduction-to-Scientific-Methods-and-Reasoning/Potochnik-Colombo-Wright/p/book/9781138920736
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Lectures. 
Schedule, topics, and readings 
 

Lecture 1 
Topic: The importance of science 

Read: Recipes 1.1 
 

Lecture 2 

Topic: How can you tell science from non science? 

Read: Recipes 1.2 and 1.3 
 

Lecture 3 

Topic: What’s an experiment good for? 

Read: Recipes 2.1 and 2.2 
 

Lecture 4 

Topic: Non-experimental methods and modelling 

Read: Recipes  2.3 and 3.1 
 

Lecture 5 

Topic: How can you learn something about the world from a model? 

Read: Recipes Chapter 3.2 and 3.3 
 

Lecture 6 

Topic: How to use deductive logic in scientific reasoning 

Read: Recipes 4.1 and 4.2 
 

Lecture 7 

Topic: Inductive logic in scientific reasoning 

Read: Recipes  4.3 and 5.1 
 

Lecture 8 

Topic: Probability theory for descriptive statistics 

Read: Recipes 5.2 and 5.3 
 

Class 9 

Topic: The logic of (classical) statistical inference 

Read: Recipes 6.1 and 6.2 
 

Class 10 

Topic: Discovering causes 

Read: Recipes 7.1 and 7.2 
 

Class 11 

Topic: Bayesian statistics and causal modelling 

Read: Recipes 6.3 and 7.3 
 

Class 12 

Topic: Explaining and theorizing 

Read: Recipes 8.1- 8.2 
 

Class 13 

Topics: Social values in science. 

Read: Recipes 8.3 
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Tutorials 

The goals of our tutorials are twofold: 

 to apply ideas covered in the lectures to a new topic: the scientific study of poverty; 

 to give you an opportunity to ask questions about the content of the textbook or lectures. 

 

The questions we will take up include: Who are the poor? What is economic life like when 
living under a dollar per day? Do growth and globalization help the poor? How should 

poverty be measured? How can we run experiments to find out about poverty? What are the 

causal effects of poverty on one’s happiness and mental life? How do economic processes 

contribute to poverty? Are people from particular racial and ethnic backgrounds or family 
types inevitably more likely to be poor? What should the goals be of policy interventions on 

poverty? Where is the best place to intervene? 

 

Why should poverty concern you? 
Around 2.5 million people in the Netherlands live below the poverty line. With a population 

of 17 million, this means around 14%, or one in seven people, lives below the poverty 
line. The poverty line for the Netherlands is drawn at approximately €1,000 a month for a 

single individual and up to €1,960 for a couple with two children. In 2014, 217,000 Dutch 

households were found to have lived on or below the poverty line for at least four 

consecutive years. Those family units most likely to land below the poverty line in the 
Netherlands are single parents, singles over the age of 65, non-Western households and 

anyone living solely on social assistance benefits. To help single parents below the 

poverty line, the Dutch government affected the Child-Care Schemes Reform Act in 
2015. The act provides income specifically for a child or children based on the parent’s 

income to help offset the considerable cost of rearing children. 

 
Check out: Social experiments to fight poverty: a TED talk by Esther Duflo (MIT) 

 

 

Tutorials assessment 
 Two individual homework assignments (15% of your final grade). 

For each tutorial (starting from tutorial number 2), you have to complete one homework 

(in total, you’ll complete four homework). Your homework should be typewritten, should 

contain your full name and student number, and you should bring a hardcopy to the 
tutorials. During each tutorial, I will randomly select a number of students who will have 

to turn in their homework. If you are selected and are not in the tutorial that day or you do 

not have your homework ready, then your grade for that assignment will be zero, unless 
you provide documentation of a University approved excused absence, namely: 

1. Illness or injury to the student. 

2. Death, injury, or serious illness of an immediate family member or the like. 

3. University sanctioned or approved activities (eg, artistic performances, forensics 
presentations, participation in research conferences, intercollegiate athletic 

activities, student government, required class field trips). 

 

 One group video assignment (25% of your final grade). Detailed information about the 

learning goals and procedure for this assignment will be given during our first tutorial. 

Make sure you don’t miss it! 

 
 

http://www.dutchnews.nl/news/archives/2014/10/25_million_people_in_the_nethe/
http://www.nltimes.nl/2015/12/16/one-in-eight-dutch-kids-grow-up-in-poverty-poor-families-set-to-decrease/
http://www.nltimes.nl/2015/12/16/one-in-eight-dutch-kids-grow-up-in-poverty-poor-families-set-to-decrease/
https://www.cbs.nl/en-gb/news/2013/49/poverty-survey-2013-sharp-rise-in-poverty-in-2012-but-growth-expected-to-weaken
http://europa.eu/epic/countries/netherlands/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/epic/countries/netherlands/index_en.htm
https://www.ted.com/talks/esther_duflo_social_experiments_to_fight_poverty/transcript?language=en
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Topics, homework assignments, and readings 

Tutorial 1 
Topic: Why poverty? Overview of the tutorials, and details about your video assignment. 
Background reading: 

Wolff, J., Lamb, E., & Zur-Szpiro, E. (2015). A Philosophical Review of Poverty York: Joseph 
Rownree Foundation. 

 
Suggested readings and further resources 
Alcock P. (2006). Understanding Poverty. 3rd Ed. Houndmills: Palgrave. Chapter 1 – What is Poverty? 

And Chapter 5 – Defining Poverty. 
Atkinson, A. B., & Bourguignon, F. (2000). Introduction: Income distribution and economics. 

Handbook of income distribution, 1, 1-58. 
Piketty, T., & Saez, E. (2014). Inequality in the long run. Science, 344(6186), 838-843. 
Starmans, C., Sheskin, M., & Bloom, P. (2017). Why people prefer unequal societies. Nature Human 

Behaviour, 1, 0082. 
 
The Guardian Report: Poor kids: children describe lives of poverty URL = 

http://www.theguardian.com/society/video/2011/jun/04/children-poverty-video 
At the turn of the new millennium, the World Bank collected the voices of more than 60,000 poor 

women and men from 60 countries, in an unprecedented effort to understand poverty from 
the perspective of the poor themselves. URL = 
<http://www1.worldbank.org/prem/poverty/voices/Hear_Our_Voices-Eng.rm> 

The European Anti-Poverty Network. URL = < http://www.eapn.eu > 
 
 
Tutorial 2 
Topic: Experiments on poverty 
Required Reading: 
Duflo, E. (2006). Field Experiments in Development Economics. In Richard Blundell, 

Whitney Newey, Torsten Persson, (eds.), Advances in Economics and Econometrics: 
Theory and Applications, Ninth World Congress, Cambridge University Press. 

 
Suggested readings and further resources 
Banerjee, A. V., & Duflo, E. (2009). The experimental approach to development economics. Annu. Rev. 

Econ., 1(1), 151-178. 
Colombo, M. (2014). For a Few Neurons More: Tractability and Neurally Informed Economic 

Modelling. The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, 66(4), 713-736. 
Duflo, E., Glennerster, R., & Kremer, M. (2007). Using randomization in development economics 

research: A toolkit. Handbook of development economics, 4, 3895-3962. 
Guala, F., & Mittone, L. (2005). Experiments in economics: External validity and the robustness of 

phenomena. Journal of Economic Methodology, 12(4), 495-515. 
Mani, A., Mullainathan, S., Shafir, E., & Zhao, J. (2013). Poverty impedes cognitive function. Science, 

341(6149), 976-980. 
European platform against poverty and social exclusion. URL = 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=961 

 

Homework [Based on exercises 2.3 and 2.4 from the textbook] 

NOTE copying chunks of text from the article counts as plagiarism! 

Duflo describes several experiments in her paper “Field experiments in developmental 

economics.” Focus on one of the experiments she describes. 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/philosophical-review-poverty
http://www.theguardian.com/society/video/2011/jun/04/children-poverty-video
http://www1.worldbank.org/prem/poverty/voices/Hear_Our_Voices-Eng.rm
http://www.eapn.eu/
https://economics.mit.edu/files/800
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=961
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a. Describe the experiment in your own words in max 200 words. In particular, you 

should state the hypothesis under test, explain the procedure used to test it, and 

identify independent and dependent variables. [3 points] 

b. Explain what randomization is, and what’s the point of using it in max 100 words. 

[2 points] 

c. Define what extraneous and confounding variables are in general. Then, make a 

list of five possible extraneous variables in this experiment. Put a star next to any 

variables that you think might have been confounding variables, and say why in 

no more than 200 words. [3 points] 

d. Think of an alternative hypothesis that could account for the results of the 

experiment. State that hypothesis, and describe how it could account for the data 

in max 100 words. [2 points] 
 
 
Tutorial 3 
Topic: Who is the poor? 
Required Reading 
Banerjee, A. V., & Duflo, E. (2007). The economic lives of the poor. Journal of economic 

perspectives, 21(1), 141-168. 
 
Suggested readings and further resources 
The poverty line: URL = http://www.thepovertyline.net/ 
Europe 2020 indicators - poverty and social exclusion.  
URL : < http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Europe_2020_indicators_-

_poverty_and_social_exclusion > 
The World Bank: “Understanding Poverty” URL: 

<http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview> 
Deaton, A. (2004). Measuring poverty. Princeton Research Program in Development Studies. 

Available at URL: < http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=564001> 
Lewis, O. (1966). The Culture of Poverty. Scientific American. October 1966, 215(4), 19-25. 
Lichter, D. T., Parisi, D., & Taquino, M. C. (2012). The geography of exclusion: Race, segregation, and 

concentrated poverty. Social Problems, 59(3), 364-388. 
Naraya, D., Patel, R., Schafft, K., Rademacher, A., & Koch-Schulte, S. (1999). Voices of the poor: can 

anyone hear us? Poverty Group, PREM, World Bank, December 1999 (Chapter 2, pp. 26-51 and 
Chapter 7, pp. 216-231) 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPOVERTY/Resources/335642-
1124115102975/1555199-1124115187705/vol1.pdf 

Olinto P, Beegle K, Sobrado C, and Uematsu, H. (2013). The State of the Poor: where are the poor, 
where is extreme poverty harder to end, and what is the current profile of the world's poor? 
Econ Premise 2013;125:1–8.  
URL=http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/311511468326955970/pdf/818010BRI0
EP120Box0379844B00PUBLIC0.pdf 

The World Bank “Measuring Poverty” URL = <www.worldbank.org/en/topic/measuringpoverty > 
 
 

Homework [Adapted from exercise 6.1 from the textbook] 

In their paper “The economic lives of the poor”, Banerjee & Duflo rely on different kinds 

of datasets and statistics. Institutions like the World Bank and the European Union 

also rely on datasets and statistics to understand the economic lives of the poor. 

Focus on one article from the list of readings above, or find some other article in a 

newspaper, magazine, or reputable online source that draws conclusions from a 

http://www.thepovertyline.net/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Europe_2020_indicators_-_poverty_and_social_exclusion
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Europe_2020_indicators_-_poverty_and_social_exclusion
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=564001
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPOVERTY/Resources/335642-1124115102975/1555199-1124115187705/vol1.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPOVERTY/Resources/335642-1124115102975/1555199-1124115187705/vol1.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/311511468326955970/pdf/818010BRI0EP120Box0379844B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/311511468326955970/pdf/818010BRI0EP120Box0379844B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/measuringpoverty
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dataset based on a poll or survey about poverty. Indicate the article on which you 

focused, and answer the following questions; if you can’t find the answer, say so, 

and provide your best guess if possible. 

a. What were the researchers interested to know? [1 point] 

b. What was the sample size? [1 point] 

c. How was the sample selected? [1 point] 

d. Is the sample likely to be representative? Why, or why not? [2 points] 

e. What data did the researchers collect about the sample? [1 point] 

f. What conclusions about the population did the researchers draw from the sample? 

[1 point] 

g. If they provided a graph, what kind of graph is it? If they did not provide any 

graph, what kind graph would you provide, and why? [1 point] 

h. Are there any problems with the poll (or survey), or the researchers’ conclusions 

any of these? How could the poll or the conclusions be improved? [2 points] 

Your full answer should be no longer than 1,000 words (excluding any bibliographic 

reference). 
 
 
Tutorial 4 
Topics: Causal effects of poverty. On shame 
Required Reading 
Walker, R., Kyomuhendo, G. B., Chase, E., Choudhry, S., Gubrium, E. K., Nicola, J. Y., ... & Ming, 

Y. (2013). Poverty in global perspective: is shame a common denominator?. Journal of 
Social Policy, 42(2), 215-233. 

 
Suggested readings and further resources 
Alcock P. (2006). Understanding Poverty. 3rd Edition. Houndmills: Palgrave. Chapter 3 – The Causes 

of Poverty, pp. 34-46. 
Banerjee, A., & Duflo, E. (2011): Poor economics: a radical rethinking of the way to fight global poverty, 

Public Affairs 
Bradshaw, T. K. (2007). Theories of poverty and anti-poverty programs in community development. 

Community Development, 38(1), 7-25. 
Danziger, S. (2007). Fighting poverty revisited: What did researchers know 40 years ago? What do 

we know today. Focus, 25(1), 3-11. 
Diener, E., & Seligman, M. E. (2004). Beyond money toward an economy of well-being. Psychological 

science in the public interest, 5(1), 1-31. 
Duflo, E. (2006). Poor but Rational? In Abhijt Banerjee, Dilip Mookherjee and Roland Benabou (eds.), 

Understanding Poverty, New York: Oxford University Press. 
Easterlin, R. A. (1995). Will raising the incomes of all increase the happiness of all? Journal of 

Economic Behavior & Organization, 27(1), 35-47. 
Haushofer, J., & Fehr, E. (2014). On the psychology of poverty. Science, 344(6186), 862-867. 

 
 

Homework [Adapted from exercise 7.18 from the textbook] 

Describe a study (eg, an experiment, an observational study, a qualitative study, a model-

based study etc) you could run to determine whether poverty and shame are 

causally related. Specifically: 

a. Explain what specific question about the relationship between poverty and shame 

your study is meant to answer, why this question is interesting/important in the 

https://economics.mit.edu/files/747
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light of what you already know about poverty and shame, and what hypothesis 

you are going to evaluate to answer your question [3 points] 

b. Identify the expectations about what you should observe, if your hypothesis is 

true. That is, what finding would allow you to conclude that your hypothesis is 

supported? What finding would allow you to conclude that your hypothesis is not 

supported? [2 points] 

c. Explain how you are going to carry out your study. In particular, what kind of 

study are you going to conduct? Why? How are going to operationalize your 

variables, and measure them? What sample are you going to use, and why? [3 

points] 

d. Address how extraneous variables are to be controlled, and whether it’s likely 

there are extraneous variables in your study you cannot control [2 points] 

Your full answer should be no longer than 1,000 words (excluding any bibliographic 

reference). 
 
 
Tutorial 5 
Topic: Values and poverty 
Required Reading 
Hick, R. (2012). The capability approach: insights for a new poverty focus. Journal of social 

policy, 41(2), 291-308. 
 
Take the Adult Necessities Survey: 
http://www.poverty.ac.uk/take-part/adult-necessities-survey 
 
 
Suggested readings and further resources 
Anand, P., Hunter, G., Carter, I., Dowding, K., Guala, F., & Van Hees, M. (2009). The development of 

capability indicators. Journal of Human Development and Capabilities, 10(1), 125-152. 
Blank, R. M. (2003). Selecting among anti-poverty policies: can an economist be both critical and 

caring?. Review of Social Economy, 61(4), 447-469. 
Deaton, A. (2016). Measuring and understanding behavior, welfare, and poverty. American Economic 

Review, 106(6), 1221-1243. 
Heckman, J. J. (2006). Skill formation and the economics of investing in disadvantaged children. 

Science, 312(5782), 1900-1902. 
Marlier, E., & Atkinson, A. B. (2010). Indicators of poverty and social exclusion in a global context. 

Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 29(2), 285-304. 
Reiss, J. (2004). Evidence-Based Economics. Analyse & Kritik, 26(2), 346-363. 
Sen, A. (1983). Poor, relatively speaking. Oxford economic papers, 35(2), 153-169. 
Townsend, P. (1985). A sociological approach to the measurement of poverty: a rejoinder to 

Professor Amartya Sen. Oxford Economic Papers, 37:659–68. 
Townsend, P. (1987). Conceptualising poverty. Dynamics of Deprivation, Aldershot: Gower, 31-44. 
 

 

Homework [Based on exercise 8.22 from the textbook] 

In “Measuring Poverty”, Angus Deaton argues that “Poverty lines are as much political 

as scientific constructions”. To get a better sense of the kinds of political, moral, 

and religious considerations relevant to studying poverty, imagine you are 

working for an NGO (non-governmental organization) on the task of measuring 

poverty levels across countries in Europe. For each of the following decisions, 

http://www.poverty.ac.uk/take-part/adult-necessities-survey


9 

 

describe two possible ways of proceeding. Give one reason in support of each 

way of proceeding, and one reason against. For each decision, say what social, 

political, moral or religious values are relevant. 

a. Which countries will you include in the study? [1 point] 

b. How will you define and measure poverty? [3 points] 

c. What extraneous variables will you take into account? [2 points] 

d. How will you make comparisons across countries? [2 points] 

e. How will your results be publicized? [2 points] 

Your full answer should be no longer than 1,000 words (excluding any bibliographic 

reference). 
 
 

Tutorial 6 
You will present your video assignments, and you will evaluate your classmates’ videos. 
NOTE The best video will be awarded 0.5 point extra on your final grade for this course.  
 
 
 
 

Group video assignment 
 

Recommended topic 
- Suppose your organization has been invited to design a plan to alleviate poverty in Tilburg. As a 
manager of this project, your tasks include (i) to identify who the poor are in Tilburg, (ii) to 

identify plausible explanations why people get into poverty in Tilburg, (iii) to develop one 

poverty intervention in synergy and collaborations with relevant stakeholders in Tilburg, (iv) to 

who will be affected by your intervention and how, (v) to identify challenges and opportunities 
for implementing your intervention, (vi) to estimate the budget your intervention requires, and 

(vii) to specify what evidence will be relevant to monitor the effectiveness of your intervention. 

Your organization should present your plan in the form of a video clip to your clients. 
 

 

Other possible topics 
- How are climate change and global poverty related? 

- What experiment could you design and carry out to test a hypothesis about poverty? 

- What’s it like to be poor in Europe as opposed to be poor in some other continent? 
- What values influence the construction of measures of poverty? 

- What are the main causes of poverty? 

- What’s the relationship between poverty and shame? 

- Who are the poor in the Netherlands? 
- ... 

 

Submission 
Your video should be uploaded on YouTube. http://www.wikihow.com/Upload-a-Video-to-YouTube 

You should send Matteo the link to your video via email by Tuesday 11
th
 December midday. 

Videos submitted after this date will receive a penalty. 
If you submit your video between the midday of Tuesday the 11th and the midday of Wednesday the 12th, 
you will receive a penalty of 1 point; if you submit it between the midday of Wednesday 12th and Thursday 

13th , you will receive a penalty of 2 points, and so forth for every 24-hour delay. 
 

http://www.wikihow.com/Upload-a-Video-to-YouTube
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In the email you should include your group number and all names and student numbers of the 

members of your group, and you should also attach your storyboard. 
 

Your video must contain a title, and any copyright credit, as appropriate. 
https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/students/studying/university-library/writing-and-information-skills/copyright-information-point/ 

The style of your video is up to your creativity. Your video may consist of an interview, a short 

documentary, a short lecture similar to a TEDTalk, a narrative piece, or … 

 
There are only three constraints 

Time: Your video should be no longer than 5 / 6 minutes. 

Topic: Your video should engage with the topic based on the readings you have made. 
Viewers should learn something from it! 

Storyboard*: Along with your video you should create and submit a storyboard. 
 

*A storyboard is an account of how your video has been progressing. 
It should detail the content of any meeting you had, including members present at the meeting, 

goal of the meeting, material discussed, decisions taken. It should specify what ideas you 

discussed in your group, how you proceeded, who did what... 
Details of what your storyboard should contain are given in the first tutorial. 

 

Assessment 
Your video will be evaluated along four main dimensions – see tutorial 1 for details: 

1. Understanding of the topic under discussion. Your video should demonstrate a good 

understanding of the concepts discussed on the basis of the readings you have made. 

2. Clarity. The message of your video should be easy to grasp. Its structure, its language, its 
sounds and visuals should neatly contribute to the point you’re trying to make. 

3. Creativity. Your video should be creative and original. It should provide your own personal 

perspective on the topic in your own style. 
4. Accuracy All of the information provided in the video is correct, as verified by trusted sources 

of information (these sources must be listed in the citations/credits at the end of the video and of 

your storyboard). 
 

NB For details about grading, you should carefully read the rubric discussed during Tutorial 1 

and uploaded on Blackboard under Course Documents. 

 
Resources for making a video There are many online resources providing tips about video 

making, on possible storytelling techniques, basic video structure, scriptwriting advice, and more. 

One we find helpful is this: http://blog.ted.com/10-tips-for-editing-video/ 
But there are many more, covering different styles of video-making. Do some research! 

For technical tips and editing, there are many free websites and apps. This may be a place to start 

searching: https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/jul/17/20-best-apps-making-videos 

Three pieces of free, video editing software students from last year found helpful: 
 Shotcut (https://shotcut.org/) - Basic, open-source. Super user-friendly. 

 DaVinci Resolve 14/15 (https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/products/davinciresolve/) - 

More advanced. Better tools, but can be confusing. The 'studio' version allows for multi-
user simultaneous editing. 

 Hitfilm Express (https://fxhome.com/express) - Probably the most powerful of the three, 

with lots of tutorials for it online. Also lots of plugins and add-ons. 
 

Tilburg University also provides AV support: https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/students/it/av/ 

 

https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/students/studying/university-library/writing-and-information-skills/copyright-information-point/
http://blog.ted.com/10-tips-for-editing-video/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/jul/17/20-best-apps-making-videos
https://shotcut.org/
https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/products/davinciresolve/
https://fxhome.com/express
https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/students/it/av/
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Homework assignments resit. Essay topics 
1. Do you find Walker et al’s methods to study the relationship between shame and poverty 
in a global context adequate? Why, or why not? 
 
2. Critically analyse Banerjee & Duflo’s (2007). “The economic lives of the poor”. What is the 
main thesis of this paper? What is the argument in support of this thesis? Is it a convincing 
argument? How could it be improved? 

Remember that in philosophy, "argument" means the reason for believing a 
claim/thesis. It will be helpful to explicitly write the premises and conclusions of 
the argument(s) in your paper, so that you know exactly what you need to 
support or criticize. 

 
3. What are the benefits and challenges of defining poverty in terms of capability? 


